THE LAUREL FUND forthe performing arts

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Kitty Heflin
February 8,2007 Phone: (301)215-7762
Fax: (301) 215-9818
Web: kheflin@thelaurelfund.org

3" ANNUAL CAPITAL TALENTS PRESENTS LOCAL YOUNG PERFORMING ARTISTS

MARCH 18, 2007, AT 2PM, AT THE HISTORIC LINCOLN THEATRE

Washington, D.C. - THE LAUREL FUND for the performing arts presents one performance
showcasing the artistry and diversity of some of metropolitan Washington, D.C.’s most gifted
youth on Sunday afternoon March 18, 2007 at 2PM at the Lincoln Theatre, 1215 U Street NW.
For more information, call (301) 215-7762.

This year’s Capital Talents performance is dedicated to Mary Day, the grand dame of
dance in Washington, D.C. and a founding board member of The Laurel Fund, who died

July 11, 2006.

Capital Talents celebrates the region’s dynamic young dancers, musicians and vocalists.
The Laurel Fund has asked the area’s premiere performing arts schools, organizations and
private teachers to nominate a gifted student or ensemble aged 6 to 18 years old to participate

in Capital Talents.

Debuting March 13, 2005, at the Lincoln Theatre, Capital Talents brings together in one
public performance some of the many talented young artists who ordinarily perform only for an
audience at their own arts group. In this way, the general public has been able to enjoy a

variety of the area’s most gifted performers.

This year’s performance includes 17 year old tap virtuoso Cartier Williams who is a
senior at DC’s Wilson High School and who has performed nationally and internationally with
Savion Glover. Other dance is represented by ballet from the Berrend Dance Centre in Olney,

MD; the Step Team from DC’s Dance Place; modern dance from DC’s Dance Institute; and a
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Mexican dance by the 6-13 year old girls in Los Quetzalitos from Arlington’s Quetzales Mexican

Dance Ensemble.

Instrumentalists include the DC Youth Orchestra’s Virtuosi String Ensemble; 13 year old
DC pianist Anna Russell and 15 year old classical guitarist Matar Batyonathan, of Rockville, MD
who both study at DC’s Levine School of Music; and percussion from the Combo of 15 year old
Kush Adadey of Cheverly, MD. Anna Russell, Matar Batyonathan and Kush Abadey are all former
Laurel Fund grantees. The Washington Conservatory of Music is represented by 14 year old

flutist Hillary Tidman of the District and pianist Carolyn Colton, 14, of Bethesda, MD.

Vocal music comes from 14 year old Gabriela Sotomayor of Adelphi, MD who studies at

the Ottley School of Music in Hyattsville, MD.

Jennifer Cover Payne, Executive Director of the Cultural Alliance of Greater Washington
and a member of The Laurel Fund’s Advisory Committee will again be the performance’s Master

of Ceremonies.

Tickets are available for $7.50 for students and seniors and $12.50 for adults at the

Lincoln Theatre Box Office and from Ticketmaster, (202) 397-SEAT or www.ticketmaster.com .

For Group Sales, at $5.00 for students and seniors and $10 for adults, call (301) 215-7762.

THE LAUREL FUND for the performing arts was founded in 2000 by Elvi Moore to
promote all the performing arts and to encourage, nurture and assist economically deserving
young artists from the DC area and to instill in them the spirit of giving back to the community.
From 2000 to 2006, The Laurel Fund awarded 68 tuition scholarships to study music, theater
and dance. Laurel Fund grantees performed at 60 local venues including homeless shelters,

drug recovery centers, hospitals, youth centers and residences for seniors, among others.

The Honorary Board of the Laurel Fund includes Alma J. Powell, Chair of America’s
Promise - The Alliance for Youth; Barbara Harrison, NBC 4 News anchor; and Michael Kaiser,
President of the Kennedy Center. In addition to Elvi Moore, founder and president, Victor

Shargai and Willamarie Moore comprise the Laurel Fund Board.

For more information on Capital Talents and THE LAUREL FUND for the performing arts,
call us at (301) 215-7762 ; fax us at (301) 215-9818 or email us at info@thelaurelfund.org .

Visit our website at www.thelaurelfund.org
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